THE FLIGHT OVER KANGCHENJUNGA
oxygen mask; and yet move I must to see my instruments, to
look over the side, and to manipulate the camera. We were
now approaching the great cloud over Kangchenjunga itself.
Eventually we were so close to its edge that we could look
down almost vertically over the top, and so we proceeded to
fly round it, but, owing either to slightly inaccurate flying or
to a down draught, we gradually lost height as we circled the
might}7 peak. Eventually, we must have dropped to approxi-
mately the same height, although it was difficult to be certain
of this. We were now very close to the mountain, and gaining
the north-east or easterly side, ran into a prolonged and severe
disturbance, as a result of which my accelerometer registered
2.8^. It was so sudden that for a time I seemed to lose all
control of the ailerons and rudder, and did not know what
was going to happen. The machine rocked, twisted and shook
in a way I had never experienced before in eighteen years
continuous flying. Once it seemed certain we must drop into
a spin. However, after what seemed an eternity, but was
probably not more than half a minute, we ran into still air
with only a trifling loss of height, and renewed our efforts to
go over the top. The accelerometer, it is true, only registered
2.8^, but the sensations that we registered, had it been possible
to do so as a measure of nervous disturbance, would have
vastly exceeded any such scientific relativity. In such critical
ckcumstances there is no time for fear. There is too much to
do. At that great height even in quiet air some nervous tension
was natural, and certainly for several minutes I experienced that
blurred feeling one gets after a bad shaking.
"Soon after this the two machines became separated, due to
a turn which I made without realising that Ellison had again
come up close to me on the north side, and causing him sud-
denly to lose height. I had not sighted him for some few
minutes and imagined he had gone back. After cruising another
quarter of an hour in the vicinity of the mountain, I gave up
all hope of being able to cross the summit, and turned back,
flying first to the north, and then heading south for home.
199